Health and Wellbeing Unit


Sandwell Healthy Urban Development Unit: Briefing Note
Purpose

To create a sustainable healthy borough in line with the Marmot Review policy objective to create and develop healthy and sustainable places and communities.

Membership

· Health

· Chair of PCT

· Health & Wellbeing Lead

· Obesity lead

· Food policy

· Physical activity

· Alcohol

· Public health information team

· SMBC planning

· Control

· Policy

· Community agriculture

· SMBC transport services

· SMBC highways services

· Environmental Health / regulatory services

· SMBC play strategy manager

Workstreams

Influencing planning policy and control

Planning control: 

· Reviewing planning applications on a weekly basis
· Extracting those with a potential health impact and distributing as required.

· Use of these is developing, may link to Patrick Saunder’s environmental health tracking work
· Responding to relevant planning applications

Planning policy & development:

· Developing involvement in master planning. Influencing to build health into long term development plans. Currently starting to look at the Windmill Eye developments.
· Planning policy e.g. Supplementary Planning Document to limit new fast food outlets

· Working with the environment partnership on environmental infrastructure guidance
· Influencing wider planning & developments

Healthy food / fast food takeaways

· Lessons to Take Away Conference

· Development of planning controls

· Starting work with food policy to influence hot food takeaway outlets to provide healthier food

· Mapping of access to healthy food.

Community agriculture

· Sandwell is a national leader on community agriculture. Salop Drive market garden has been in development and operation since 1997. A new 6 acre site has just been obtained for further development

· Linked to Ideal for All, provides support for people with learning disabilities and mental health problems

· Recently combined SHUDU with the Community Agriculture Steering Group.

· The aim is to build community agriculture opportunities into new plans & developments building on the Sandwell Community Agriculture Strategy ‘Growing Healthy Communities’

Active travel / physical activity

· This covers a range of work areas.

· Encouraging active travel (walking, cycling, links to public transport)

· Exploring the development of wider 20mph zones across Sandwell

· Making the best use of open / green spaces in Sandwell. There is a developing evidence base showing the potential health benefits of accessible green space

· Supporting the Physical Activity, Sport and Education Strategy

· Supporting 

Alcohol

· A new area of work. Exploring work in other areas to restrict new alcohol outlets. This is based on ‘saturation’ measures in urban areas.
Wider consultation and influence

· Local Transport Plan 3. 

· The 15 year transport plan for the West Midlands metropolitan area (Black Country, Birmingham, Coventry & Solihull) covering road, rail, air, public transport and active travel

· We are coordinating a joint health response across the involved areas.

· NICE guidance on Healthy Spatial Planning

· Involved in the development of this guidance through workshops with NICE and as one of 4 national case studies in research with NICE and the Town & Country Planning Association

Other Links
· Strategic Housing and Health Partnership

· Environment Partnership

· Regional Health and Planning Group
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